INTRODUCTION
The fourth International Workshop on Kurile-Kamchatka-Aleutian volcanic arcs, one of the most active volcanic areas in the North Pacific region of oceanic and continental plate collision, will be held on August 21-27 in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Russia. The main themes for discussion are geodynamics of Japanese, Kurile-Kamchatka and Aleutian volcanic arcs; magma generation and tectonics, seismicity of subduction zones, mechanisms of volcanic eruptions, seismicity of volcanoes and volcanic hazards; seismic problems of the Far East and the East Siberia. Issues and strategies for international cooperation during eruptions, strong earthquakes, in remote monitoring (satellites) and the study of volcanic and tectonic deformation will also be discussed.
The first Workshop was held in 1998 in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky town, beginning a period of international cooperation between scientists of Russia, the USA and Japan, studying various aspects of subduction zones, their influence on volcanism, tectonics and seismicity. Understanding of these issues and interconnections can help us develop models of processes taking place in subduction zones. Scientists from different fields and from different countries gather together, because the Workshop emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches. Incorporation of numerous geophysical methods in this unique natural laboratory will let us more effectively address volcanic and tectonic hazards.
According to the initiative of leading earth scientists of Kamchatka (Russia), Alaska (USA) and Hokkaido (Japan), these Workshops are held every two years, rotating venues among the three countries (Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, Kamchatka, 1998; Sapporo, Hokkaido, 2000; Fairbanks, Alaska, 2002). The 2004 Workshop will be held in the Institute of Volcanology and Seismology, Far East Branch, Russian Academy of Sciences, which was founded on April 20, 2004 by the integration of the Institute of Volcanology, Far East Branch, Russian Academy of Sciences and the Institute of Volcanic Geology and Geochemistry, Far East Branch, Russian Academy of Sciences. During three scientific sessions on active volcanism, geodynamics, tectonics; geochemistry, petrology and magma generation; and problems of seismicity of the Far East and East Siberia, more than 130 reports, including 33 from foreign and 84 from Russian participants will be represented. In addition, 15 reports will be represented in co-authorship between Russian and foreign scientists, reflecting a high level of international cooperation. Geographic representation of the foreign participants has grown considerably from previous workshops: registered participants include scientists from Russia, the USA, Japan, Germany, Czech Republic, Italy, Mexico, Canada, Great Britain, Korea. The Kamchatkan Experimental-Methodical Seismological Department of Geophysical Service of Russian Academy of Sciences has taken an active part in preparation of the workshop, organizing a session entitled «Problems of Seismicity of the Far East and East Siberia», which represents a traditional regional Workshop of seismologists.
During the Workshop, scientific excursions to active volcanoes will be held. Students from Kamchatkan Teachers Training University, Russia, University of Alaska Fairbanks, USA, and from University of Hokkaido, Japan, have been active in the work of planning and executing the Workshop. It has become traditional for the students to take part in an annual international volcanological field school. This time, the school will be held a week before the Workshop on Mutnovsky and Gorely volcanoes. Twenty-nine students will participate in the field school, including 12 from Russia and 17 from the USA.
The Workshop is presented with the financial support of the Presidium of Far East Branch, Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation, Kamchatkan Regional Administration, Kamchatkan Scientific Center of Far East Branch, Russian Academy of Sciences, Kamchatkan Teachers Training University, Geophysical Institute, University of Alaska Fairbanks, USA (UAF/GI), US Geological Survey (USGS), Alaska Volcano Observatory (AVO), US National Science Foundation (NSF), National Aeronautical and Space Administration of the USA (NASA), International Arctic Research Center at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, USA (UAF/IARC). The members of the Organizing Committee of the Workshop express gratitude to all these agencies for their support
Organizing committee of the Workshop.
